
 
 

 

GCBC Research Grant Competition 4 
(RGC4) 
 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS) 

Below is a compilation of clarification questions we're frequently asked about 
GCBC's Research Grant Competitions. These apply to the Concept Note stage and 
have been updated to reflect the specifics of RGC4. We'll continue adding to this 
list as further questions arrive.  

If you have a question not answered below, contact us at infogcbc@org.uk 

 

The Basics 

 My UK-based organisation is not yet registered with UKRI as a Research 
Organisation, but we have submitted an application. Can we apply to 
GCBC? 

Your UK-based organisation must be approved for applications to UKRI by 
the date at which the Concept Note window closes. If you are not registered 
at that time your application will be ineligible. 
 

 What language can we submit the application in? 

            All parts of the application must be submitted in English. 

 
 Will GCBC accept multi-country proposals? 

Yes. 
 

 Can an organisation that has been awarded a grant in previous funding 
rounds apply for subsequent funding? 

Yes. 



 
 
 

Partners and Consortia 

 If a Global North organisation leads a consortium, should they give part of 
their budget to organisations in ODA countries? 

Yes. If the lead applicant is based in the Global North, we would expect a 
reasonable proportion of the overall budget to be spent by partner 
organisations based in the Global South.  

 

 Can private companies apply for funding? 

No. Only research organisations that are not-for-profit may lead an 
application. They can be privately owned but must be non-profit and must 
meet the UKRI criteria for being considered a research organisation.  

 
 Are government organisations eligible to apply? 

Parastatal or government funded activities can be consortium partners as 
long as GCBC funding is not being used for activities those organisations 
would ordinarily carry out. 

 
 Can a single organisation submit applications, or must organisations be a 

part of a consortium? 

Both are permissible. However, all applications need to have at least one 
organisation based in one of the ODA eligible countries in the focal 
geographies of the RGC4 theme paper– either as the project lead or as an 
implementation partner.  

Organisations intending to submit an application not supported by 
implementation partners should take into consideration that GCBC sees 
value in creating research partnerships that will endure bond the life of 
individual projects  

 
 Are letters of support from partner organisations and governmental 

institutions mandatory at the Concept Note stage? 

Letters of support are not required at the Concept Note stage, however you 
will be asked to confirm that nominated partners support the Concept 
Note. 



 
 
 

 Can an organisation be a part of more than one Concept Note 
submission? 

Yes. Providing you have a clear and distinct project that aligns with the 
aims of GCBC. Note that one account/individual should only create and 
submit a single application. Additional applications can be submitted for 
different projects but the same rule applies - one separate 
account/individual for each separate Concept Note application. 
 

The Budget 

 Can you confirm the exact amount of funding we will receive? 

Grants must not exceed a total value of £1.5m and be of a minimum value 
of £200k. We encourage proposals for projects of any size within this range 
and will seek to fund a portfolio of projects of different sizes and types. 

 
 Is match funding required to apply? 

No. Cost-sharing and in-kind contributions are welcome and should be 
made clear in Concept Note. 

 
 Which currency should the submitted budget be in for the grant 

competition? 

Great British Pounds (GBP). 
 

 The guidance indicates 'the value of any individual grant may not exceed 
25% of the applicant’s (Lead Organisation’s) average income/turnover for 
the past 3 years'. Does this apply to the Lead Applicant’s average income, 
or should all partners satisfy the criteria? 

This applies to the Lead Applicant’s turnover. The 25% target is to reassure 
GCBC that you will be able to safely manage the budget of the grant. 

 
 What is the overhead or administration cost limit for each research grant? 

Overhead or administrative costs should not exceed 15%. This does not 
include MEL costs. 



 
 
 

 Are there any preliminary criteria that applicants should consider when 
estimating their costs in the initial stage? 

When outlining the indicative budget in your Concept Note, please ensure 
that you carefully consider all relevant budget subcategories, including: 
staff costs, travel costs, equipment costs, sub-contractors costs, and 
overhead costs.  
 
At this stage, detailed information is not required; however, it is important 
to note that only a 10% variance is allowed between the Concept Note 
budget and the Full Proposal budget, if an applicant is invited to prepare a 
full proposal. As a result, the Concept Note budget should be carefully 
planned and considered from the outset. 
 

 
 


